The Preterite allows you to refer to a specific past actions performed (1) at a fixed point in time, (2) a specific number of times, or (3) during an enclosed amount of time.  The key is the quantitative nature of the action.  If the action is in the past and you can pin-point it as to when or how many times it occurred, you will use the preterite tense.  It is as though there were a frame or box around the action.  Consider the following sentences.

Fixed point in time:

I called you at 3:00.

He bought the car on Tuesday afternoon.

We saw the movie last night.

Specific number of actions:

I called you five times.

They ate ten sandwiches.

She read the book twice.

Enclosed amount of time:

I worked for eight hours.

The movie lasted two and a half hours.

He lived there for two years.

Repaso del el verbo Poner en el Pretérito.

Poner-To Put

Yo puse



Nosotros pusimos

Tú pusiste




El/Ella/Usted puso
Ellos, Ellas pusieron







Ustedes
Influir-To influence

Yo influí


Nosotros influimos

Tú influiste

El/Ella influyo

Ellos/Ellas


Ud.




Ustedes  influyeron

There are several irregular verbs in the preterite.  While patterns do emerge and the endings are similar, it is important to understand the various types of conjugations.

The following eleven verbs all take this set of endings:

-e


-imos

-iste



-o


-ieron

1.  Andar-to walk




2.  Estar-to be




3.  Tener-to have 




4.  Caber-to fit



5.  haber-auxiliary, to have

6.  poder-to be able to

7.  poner-to put 

8.  saber-to know
9.  Hacer-to make



10.  querer-to want

11. Venir-to come

1. Verbs 1-3 take the letter uv in the new stem; 4-8 take a u; and 9-11 take an i.

2. The only exception above is the third singular of hacer, which is hizo, (The c change to z to avoid the k sound.)

3. There are no accent marks on these irregular endings.

