Regular Verbs in the Imperfect

Nearly all the verbs in the imperfect are regular.  Only three verbs-ser, ir and ver –are irregular.  To form the imperfect, you will do the following:

When to use the Imperfect

Habitual or continuous action in the past: In English we often use the phrase “used to,”

As in “I used to live in Texas”or “They used to eat in that restaurant.”In these cases there isno indication of when or how many times this action occurred or for how long.  

-AR verbs: drop the –ar and add:

-aba

-abamos

-abas
-abais

-aba

-aban

Consider the verbs hablar and estudiar:

(I used to speak, you used to speak to, etc.)

Yo  hablaba
nosotros hablamos

Tu hablabas
vosotros hablabais

El, ella, Ud 
ellos, ellas, Uds 

Hablaba
hablaban

(I used to study, you used to study,etc.)

Yo estudiaba

nosotros estudiaba

Tu estudiabas
vosotros estudiabais

El, ella, Ud

ellos, ellas Uds

Estudiaba

estudiaban

-er and –ir verbs: drop the –ir and add:
-ia
-iamos

-ias
-iais

-ia
-ian

Consider the verbs comer and vivir:

(I used to eat, you used to eat, etc.)

Comia

comiamos

Comias
comiais

Comia

comian

(I used to live, you used to live, etc.)

Vivia

viviamos

Vivias

viviais

Vivia

Vivian

Do the following translations.
1.   I used to study with John.

2.   He used to work with John.

3.  We used to live in an apartment.

4.  They used to write notes in class.

5.  You used to read lots of magazines.

6.  You(pl.fam.) used to open the windows in January.

7.  I used to make my bed every morning.

8.  Mickey Mantle played(used to play) baseball for     the Yankees.

9.  They used to call us every night.

10. Where did you use to work?

