The Present Subjunctive
The subjunctive mood (there are four subjuctive tenses) could be reduced to seven subheadings.  1. desire 






      2. ignorance






      3. impersonal opinion






      4. uncompleted action






      5. vague or indefinite antecedent






      6. maybe/perhaps






      7. “even if”

At the root of every subjunctive sentence, there is always some aspect not known or not controllable.

Sentences that are not subjunctive are indicative, and do what the name implies: they indicate or report something.  Consider the following sentences:

I know that you speak Spanish.

I hope that you speak Spanish.

The first sentence is in the indicative.  The speaker is certain of something(that you speak Spanish) and is reporting that information.  
The second clause of the second sentence is in the subjunctive.  The speaker does not know that you speak Spanish, but has a desire that you do.  

In sentences where there is a subjunctive clause, often there is also an indicative clause which reports desire, ignorance, or an impersonal opinion.  
