ABORTION:

Medical definition:  the end of a pregnancy before viability of the fetus.

   (i.e. the termination of the process of gestation after the time when the zygote attaches itself to the uterine wall (about 14 days after conception), but before the fetus is possibly capable of surviving on its own. (currently 23 to 28 weeks from conception). According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists has defined abortion as occurring before the 20th week (134th day) of gestation.  

TYPES OF ABORTIONS:

· Accidental abortion: a termination of pregnancy before viability that occurs naturally, without medical intervention.  This is a medical term for a miscarriage.

· Therapeutic abortion:  a termination of pregnancy via the intervention of a physician through surgery or the use of RU-486 or some other medication.

Pro-lifers sometimes define abortion as an intentional interruption of the development process, at anytime from conception to birth.

ABORTION TECHNIQUES:

· Suction aspiration:  a powerful suction tube with a sharp cutting edge is inserted into the womb through the dilated cervix.  The suction dismembers the body of the developing baby and tears the placenta from the wall of the uterus, sucking the contents into a collection bottle.

· Dilatation and Curettage (D&C):  the cervix is dilated or stretched to permit the insertion of a loop-shaped steel knife.  The body of the baby is cut into pieces, removed and the placenta is scraped off the uterine wall.

