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Course Description

This course is intended for the majority of the first-year algebra students.  It employs the concept of field properties to develop basic principles in a systematic, meaningful way.  Emphasis is on fundamental mathematical processes and the number system.  Topics for discussion include the structure of the real number system, solution of open sentence, operations of polynomials, functions and graphing of linear equations, solution of quadratic equations, and inequalities.  The maturity of the students determines the depth to which each topic is developed.

Textbook, Materials, and Information
· Textbook – Algebra Structure and Method Book 1 – McDougal  Littell
· Workbook – Algebra Structure and Method
· Tablet PCs 
Grade Breakdown – Point values will be determined at time of assignment

· Tests – Longer assessments incorporating both terminology, properties, and skill work
· Quizzes – We will have short quizzes frequently to reinforce homework and prepare for tests. This category is weighted lower than the rest.
· Projects – Some group and individual projects could be given throughout the semester that will pertain to the topic.  If a group project is given, I strongly urge you to keep in constant contact with your partner to make sure the work gets done, and done well.
· Homework – 2 grades a term.  My feeling is that homework is practice. It reinforces what goes on in class and counts toward your grade. More information in next section.
· Classwork – Graded like homework
Homework


I expect homework to be in on time.  Late work is/will be accepted up until a designated time which I will announce throughout the semester, with exceptions of illness which must require a communication from the student to make up missed work.  My email address is on this syllabus, and on Sharepoint if you have any questions.  


For more details about Homework, please consult the “Homework Rubrics” found on my class website.

Explanation of Letter Grades
“A” – 92.5 to 100 – Students have full understanding of most, if not all, of the material and most, if not all, of the practice work and projects are handed in on-time

“F” – 60 to 69.4 means you do not have understanding of material, or work throughout the semester has been late or missing

“0” – Given if student has copied PART or ALL of any assignment. Also, if student has not turned in an assignment, or for totally incorrect work. You give me nothing, you get nothing.

For explanation of other letter grade equivalences, please see the Holy Cross agenda.

Academic Dishonesty


Cheating is stealing another person’s work and passing it off as your own…deception.  This includes copying homework. Everything should be your own work. I will follow the Honor/Cheating code that is present in the handbook (HC - page 8). If I or another teacher catch you being academically dishonest, both you (and the other person/people) will get a zero for the assignment and possibly the quarter. 

FAMOUS LINES: 

1. “I just want to see how you did it” – means I didn’t do it, I’m just going to copy.

2. “I didn’t understand it” – means I didn’t do it, I’m just going to copy.

3. “Just give me it, no one will know” – means knowing you are doing something wrong.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, YOU WILL ONLY HURT YOURSELF AND POSSIBLY OTHERS IF YOU COPY PEOPLE’S WORK.

Extra Help

I will post the times outside my door when I will be available for extra help. In addition, Peer Tutoring (by AP Calc and Honors Calc students) will most likely be available from October to May in Room 223. PLEASE take advantage of these opportunities. 

Class Rules and Regulations

· DO THE WORK! This class will be much easier if you just do the work consistently and put effort into studying.

· We will begin each day with a prayer.  
· Come to class on time.  The door will shut as soon as the bell rings.  Then you are late.  If you are late, after school detention may be a penalty.

· No eating, drinking, or chewing gum in class.  Keep the room clean!
· ABILITY: I am fully aware that not everyone is a “math person”.  Some of you may like English better, or may need more time for understanding the material.  Please be patient with people who may not understand as quickly as you.  I will do my best to help everyone understand the material, but if you feel you are getting lost, please let me know.  Communication is key.

· LANGUAGE: I do not accept or tolerate any racist, sexist, homophobic, or other types of discriminating language and/or actions in my classroom.  The same is expected in small groups.  I expect a level of respect.  I will give it to you, I expect you to respect everyone in the classroom.  Speech must be conducive to learning, DO NOT PUT OTHERS DOWN. I do not talk like that, so there is no place for that in my classroom. This includes making fun of others for questions and/or comments.  The penalty for failing to follow this will be, but not limited to, demerits and detention.

Cell Phones

In my opinion, cell phones are great, given time and place.  However, my class is not a good time, or place.  If I see a cell phone in use (ringing, texting, taking/ looking at pictures, listening to ipod/iphones, etc.) school policy applies.  My job is to teach the students.  The student’s job is to be physically and mentally in my classroom ready to learn, not being distracted by phones.
Miscellaneous Information
· Sharepoint 

· This site can be accessed through the Holy Cross High School homepage under “Teacher Sites.” I have a site titled “Math Site.” Please access the class calendar for all homework assignments, quiz, project, and test reminders. In addition, you will be able to access discussion boards and use the dropbox for homework and possibly projects.

· “Hotmath” homework help
· If you are stuck doing homework and would like some hints FOR FREE, please go to www.hotmath.com and log in using nctm667.  Find the textbook and the site will give step by step hints and solutions to solve the problems.

· E-Mail
· This is the best, most efficient way of getting in touch with me and I will try my best to respond quickly to you.  I will create a list serve for all students and parents where I will periodically send out information and reminders.
· Parent Connect
· My constant communication home about grades.  I will not typically get in contact with home about grades because they are continuously updated everyday.  Please check Parent Connect on a continuous basis to keep current.  I do not update the site; I only put the grades into a system that sends to this site. 
I feel that communication is a major part of success.  
Any questions, concerns, or problems, please feel free to discuss them with me.

(cut here)
I have read the syllabus and understand the rules and regulations of the class. Please return by Friday February 5, 2010 for homework credit.
_____________________________________________ Student Signature            


        Date
_____________________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature   


             Date
