HOW MARRIAGE DEVELOPED IN THE CHURCH

Romans
Marriage was private, not religious, and divorce was common



Men carried their wives over the threshold to show they were property



The groom fed hi wife the wedding cake to show she accepted his gods

Jews

Marriage was arranged by parents



There was a one year betrothal period before the wedding

Early Christians



The Parousia (the second coming of Jesus) was soon so marriage was not



    emphasized



Weddings were generally at home



Jesus’ teachings of equality and fidelity were stressed

Gnostic Influence



They believed Jesus was not really human because flesh was evil



They believed the body was evil and the soul was good



Therefore marriage was evil

Pauline Privilege



Allowed divorce if in a pagan marriage, one pagan converts to Christianity 



   and the pagan spouse does not allow the new Christian to practice their faith

Middle Ages




Church weddings with priests became the custom

16th Century – Council of Trent


Marriage was officially proclaimed a sacrament



“Secret” marriages were outlawed

   Reforms
1. Banns – Public announcement of a marriage for three consecutive 





Sundays before the wedding

2. Form of Marriage – Marriage was with a priest and two witnesses

3. Civil Law – Law for all, not just Catholics, to protect children

Marriage as a Sacrament



A Sacrament is a personal encounter with Jesus



Marriage between two baptized Christians is a Sacrament



If one person is not a Christian the marriage is not a Sacrament

Who Administers the Sacrament of Marriage?


The couple marry themselves



The priest, and the best man and maid of honor are witnesses

The Essential Element of the Sacrament of Marriage



The couples mutual consent to be united for life and promote:




Their welfare




Their faithfulness and




Their openness to children

Vatican II – The Purpose of Sex in Marriage

1.  Mutual love and support

1.    Raising and educating children

