Mock trial notes  10/27/11
21 counties - Completed by 2/5

Regional 2/6-2/8 (6 teams left) – 2/29 completed (3 teams left)

State semi finals 3/20 – 

State finals 3/22 (law center)

Critical

Thinking on your feet --- Dress professionally - suits

The trial
Attorneys meet with judge
Prosecution

Opening statement
Introduce members of team 

Opening - Pros

Case is about bias discrimination and hatred (exposure to it) drove him

From moment Willsons arrived discriminated against

Threaded willsons from the beginning

Matter of time before the threat became reality
Sydney heard noise and called 911 – was fearful,  saw bulging backpack, spouse not home so Sydney left, irreplaceable property missing.
Trespassing, theft, bias theft

Intended to steal star and did

Value of property cited

Witnesses cited

Direct connection between whistler and hopper – biased views, motivated by hatred

Defense

If it please the court…
Tells story, willson (teacher) hopper was in senior year didn’t do well in class, star basketball player, scouted, promising career, wrongly accused

Didn’t hand in math test

Went to drop off test

Found lockbox code on line to hand in test, so could go to college

They have to prove beyond reasonable doubt

Theft above $500 and hated – they have not met burden
Introduce witnesses & brief description (coach – believes that hopper deserves second chance)

Prosecution will try to sway opinion.  Hopper never took anything from him, drops off math test, didn’t steal anything, don’t ruin her life based on a misunderstanding

Jackie whistler –prosecution

Career as real estate agent and has blog and social networking site
What’s a blog – online journal? (She describes -- Social networking site)
Racial page – created event, followers we wanted to have our views heard, same time as Devonian rally

Posted lockbox code – entered into evidence

What’s a lockbox – how open?
Willsons are Davonians who are against American justice system

Who is Ben bomber – witness describes

Why post lock box code

Part of contest (to steal star)
Encourage followers to take davonian star

Posted and one volunteered – yes, hopper

Described what star looked like

What tell hopper – would be prominently displayed in home

Ever hear from hopper again – yes again that night – frightened and took star
Said didn’t have enough time

Why here – plea barging, described plea deal

Pleaded guilty to attempted murder

Gave hopper lock box code

What happened?
Entered and took star – hopper should be proud she took it

Defense – cross

Commit to yes or no for sake of jury
Davonians—if not citizens they should go home – did you say “Go back to davonia or else…”

Do you consider yourself a peaceful proster?

Yes, for the most part

I have shot willson – so that was not peaceful, protected others from being hurt

Objections

You have threatened people

Isn’t “or else…” isn’t that non-peaceful?

Isn’t that threatening to davonians?

(lawyer said ok and judge corrected her)

Posted willsons address on line and lock box code

Why – contest to go into house and steal star

Hooper was one of first to contact me, was obviously interested in star
 But she didn’t seem interested in star

I was describing what star looked like but hung up (not really know what it looked like)

I was at another rally – counter rally.  Against basking the American justice system
Peaceful but have to protect myself (brought gun to rally)

Trying to cut a deal... testifying against – hopper should be proud

Re-direct
Why bring gun to rally > did you use gun, yes
Prodavonian rally ND THE COUNTER PRO AMERICAN RALLY

Next witness – (Sydney Wilson – did voice)

Horrible to be a davonian in American

What about bomber – just happens to be davonian, now people associate us with terrorists.  He just happens to be a davonian

Husband spoke out at rallies then whister encouraged people to attach us. Posted address on line, gave it to her gate mongers, people protested on front yard

Wanted to sell house because of harassment

Put house on market with lockbox

Husband can’t work, husband clinging to life, house underwater

Found hopper in home, heard noise, feared one of whistlers supporters, immediately called 911,

Watched startened, to enraged

Looked like w=she was tru=[ng to decide wuth t to do

Holding bulging backpack, days later find items were missing

Why is davionian star important – symbol of homeland, only thing we have left of homeland.

Filed complaint, 

Even with a score she would not have passed

Cross
Spouse is teacher
Heard she was in his math class

Both are Devonian
DO YOU GO TO RALLIES – NO BUT HUSBAND DOES

Supports bomber?  Not ewants him to get a fair trial back in daVONIA

DO YOU HATRE PERSON WHO SHOT HIM?  IT ENRAGES ME THAT WHISTER IS TESTING FO ME.

AWFUL HERE IN AMERICA FOR DAVONIANS

We will not have justice in Americans courts

Regretted not cooperating with police – we could have caught hopper that night.  Not report, didn’t see until several days later

Hopper was influenced by Jackie whistler
No proof that hopper took it.  Was only one in house without permission?  Did you see the ztare – no.  She had a backpack and was in my home.  Did you see star in her possession.  No,m saw bulging backpack..

Don’t other students have bulging backpacks – don’t know, not a teacher, 

Did you see her with your valuables, no reason to be in home.

Financial situation desperate?  Yes, 

Filed claim?  Yes, filed claim before I knew of our desperate situation

Redirect
What yoyu saw?   Hopper carrying bulging backpack

When report items stolen – 5 days later 

Several weeks before husband was shot

ReCoss
Jewelry taken from where hidden
Filed claim after valuables were taken, after break in

I filed claim before I knew financial situation was desperate.

Direct – Alex (dective)

Background - Bias crime and community relations – dept of justice, cyber crime, stimulated that he is an expert in bias crime

Describes bias crime – specifically

To intimiosate ir scare victims

How get involved in this case – initial crime – burglary, theft then next strep investigates bias
Association between whistler and hopper. St Request of metropolitan police dept

Got cell phone records

Antidavionia blog

Hopper’s phone used to contact whilter date time and duration of calls (2 calls) 2:13 pm 4 minutes, 2 minutes 6:25 whistler
Search warrant

Pursuant to warrant, computer seized
Used to make multiple queries - posts on whistlers antidavo=nian blog

\what stolen from home – davonian star (nation al symbol of davonia)

Likely committed because of bias – multiple posts, hopper in communication with whistler
Cross
Multiple queries and posts on antidavonia blog?  Yes
1 post was enough to cite – but one was sufficient

Expenses – I don’t make more money but money helped to pay me, compensate

Took special interest?  Yes

Prejudice – anyone capable, but we only go after criminals

Only bases of theft comes from Sydney willson and police report

Didn’t cite web page ?  No
A single post is enough, did you find more?  My affidavit is enough

So we have to take your word for it?  Yes

You just know one phone was in contact with another?  Yes

Second call (2 mo nutes) – not know where calls were made?  No

Hopper computer was used for research, blog show negative attitude.  But you only have one bog.

All you have is 1 blog and 2 calls

Davonians judge us and look down on us.  – I don’t see a threat there/

This post is patriotic in nature.  Of all posts you only cite this one.  How does it show bias?  It shows America first.

Judge us look down on us isn’t that just impression, isn’t it just your interpretation, open to other

Re-direct
Who re[orts incidents – 

People do and our officers investigate
Why would one steal star?
Re-cross

Hopper was found in home, doesn’t mean hopper took anything

Support whistler, what evidence do you have

Some people hide their feelings on line

Judge asked star to be witness to describe star

\

Defense 

Chris chanco

Expolice officer

Where were you

On duty

Received dispatch about 911 call

Noticed tounf women walking, looked nervous, and was on phone.

Identified her as hopper

Asked to come to crime scene

Asked willson what happened

Wouldn’t give me more information

Looked for forced entry

Then talked to hop[per, didn’t give statement

What an r&R, (police jargon)

Hopper admitted to being in house, and released on r&R

Wilson didn’t provide any more details

Repercussions, yes at the depatrtnemjt anbvout not questioning suspect, cast me in a negative light

I quit – didn’t get promoted, pressure from peers and media attention

Was it necessary for you to further question suspect at the time?  No

Re-direct

Didn’t need to question further, / no
(A lot of questioning from prosecutor)

Not forced to resign – personal decision, pressured from peers

Peers thought I didn’t do a good job, should have asked more questions

Initial investigation, search of 1sr floor and forced entry – none seen

Hopper said got code from unidentified friend.  Didn’t question further

Re-direct

Hopper confessed
Willson said nothing seemed missing

Re-cross

As long as someone confesses there’s not reason to pursue?  I had no reason to believe hopper committed more crimes

___-

Direct Jamie ringer

Women’s basketball coach
How met? Basketball game, wanted to recruit her, some else was on the team but she really caught my attention

We wanted 1 player to be the player that would get us noticed

I recruited her

Texted, emailed, called whatever was permissible under NCAA standards

Said as long as everything went well in school w

Stayed in touch with guidance depatrtnem,

She talked to me about an issue in math class.  Brought test home rreahtre than hand it in

I thought it was important – told her 1 test wouldn’t ruin her life

Hopper seemed rational when she left.

I personally don’t care about background – never once mention anti davonian feelings

I think she’s misunderstood – good kid

Cross

Pat hopper good kid

I texted sent mailer and called her – I met her several times

One meeting was outside NCAA regulations
I went outside guidelines because I thought she was a good kid

It was a small rule – ok to break rules – no 

I did break rules – she seemed stredes out, I broke rules

Saw her play and I wanted to have her?  You made it your mission to get her?  You broke rules?  No

I’m a good person; she’s a good person, so I broke rules, 

She couldn’t get money – she needed scholarship, needed to pass math to get into college?

You’ve broken NCAA rules – yes

Direct - - pat hopper

I thought it’s important to testify that I am not a thief

Hard math test and hasty decision - I put it in my backpack

If I failed I’d fail for the year and not get into college

Go to willson’s house and put it on the stack with the other tests

Basketball will get me places

Heard friend talk about getting code from website
Whistler talked about star but didn’t pay attention.

Drove to willson and got lockbox * goy key
Saw math tests on pile

Saw collection notices on desk
Saw willson told her looking bg for Wilson
Only reason was to go to return math test

Cross – only reason to return test

Needed to do well

Permiossionto enter?  No

Wasn’t a big deal wanted to get a good grade, get into college?
Wasn’t malicious

Is cheating wrong?  Yes

Is breaking into home wrong?  Yes
Have relationship with whistler?  No just called to find out how to use lockbox

Whistler well known around school

Did you know willson lockbox was posted on website?  Did you have to look for it?  Did you have to search for it?

Just click on it

Shows exhibits.  See star? Knew they were davonian?  Yes

Everyone knew she was antidavonian – shooting math teacher shows she was pretty antidavonian

Whistler was saying all this stuff.  I didn’t pay much attention. I get confused looks like of like o=a star of david

I only knew he graded test in library.

What about valuable?  I didn’t know they kept stuff there.

Needed money to pay for college?  Stealing is wrong, stole my math test.

Any other antidavoinan contact?  No

Lockbox was posted on internet, anyone could take it

If you’re going to take it (star) you wouldn’t brag about it. That would be stupid

Did anyone else enter the home?  I did

Re-direct

Anyone who knew how to use a lockbox could just break in and steal it
ReCross
So anyone you breaking ?  They didn’t tell me personally
Code posted

As far as you know you’re the only one who was in the house?  Yes

New sides
Summation
All found when w=they arrived was discrimination and bias

Sought the American dream just like our forefathers did

Doesn’t mean she didn’t 

Criminal trespass

She admitted didn’t have permission – criminal trespass

Burglary – break in and steal from Wilsons – premeditated.  Told whistler successfully broke in and stole star, must be worth over $500 – once again, Wilson confirmed that that was the case.  Whistler No reason to lie – hopper has every reasons to lie

Bias theft – about why it happened not what happened – purpose to intimidate.  Antidavonia websites, contact with Jackie whistler.  Hooper was biased.  Stole star -- symbol of davoina.  Send message to willson to get out of our country
‘These are the 4 charges\

 The defense had a great story.  But hopper was the only one in contact with whistle.  Seen fleeing from scene of crime.
All evidence points to hopper stealing and intimidating willsons.  She got caught and trying to get out of it.  Now she’s lying.  Don’t let her get out of it.

Find hopper guilty at stop this

_______________________________________

Thought on case – judge

