Honors Spanish 4 Course Description 


Señora Profesora Boljen
Holy Cross High School 
In this honors level 4-language class, students are challenged to use their abilities to communicate in Spanish with a high degree of accuracy. In level 4, students are expected to use language confidently and with ease.  This will be demonstrated in daily speaking, reading, writing and listening activities. At this more advanced level of language learning, students will explore themes that will resonate throughout their language studies at Holy Cross High School. THIS CLASS WILL BE CONDUCTED ENTIRELY IN SPANISH.
Course Goals

I. Communicative 

A. Students will be able to use Spanish to sustain a conversation with natural interaction. Students will be able to show ability to communicate spontaneously on familiar topics. 

B. Students will work toward proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills, in accordance with the NJ Standards and with the proficiency standards set by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 

C. Students will expand mastery of vocabulary and grammatical structures, and will be able to apply familiar material to new situations. The student will create meaningful spoken conversations and written paragraphs.

II. Understanding Other Cultures 

A. Students will expand cultural knowledge of the contemporary Spanish-speaking world through reading, viewing and discussing authentic materials. This knowledge will refine the student's appreciation of various lifestyles, cultures, and historic events. 

B. Students will construct an understanding of traditions and ideologies and make relevant cultural connections and comparisons. 

III. Connecting Learning with Other Disciplines 

A. Students will strive to make explicit connections to what is being learned in other classes. 

B. Students will be encouraged to include what they know about the Spanish-speaking world in their learning. 

IV. Making Deeper Connections to Own Language and Culture 

A. Students will compare and contrast language structures to their first language. 

B. Students will acknowledge, compare and contrast cultural perspectives, ideologies, traditions and beliefs 

V. Becoming an Active Participant  

A. Students will use Spanish for real-life communication. 

B. Students will begin to appreciate their new role as a bilingual/biliterate Spanish-speaker and begin to use their newly acquired skills with native-speakers of Spanish here in our own community. 
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In order for you to develop your ability to use Spanish for communication, you are expected to meet the course requirements that are outlined in this document. Please review these guidelines with your parent(s) or guardian. If you have any questions regarding anything you have read below, please contact me at your earliest convenience.
RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS 
􀂃Teacher 
• Facilitate a classroom environment in which students are comfortable using Spanish as the means of communication with all members of class 

• Align curriculum and assessments to local, state and national standards 

• Communicate goals courteously and clearly to students, parents, and administrators 

• Notify parents and administrators immediately when student violates attendance and/or Honor Code policies 

• Maintain and report student progress 

• Adhere to school guidelines, policies and procedures outlined in the Student Handbook 

• Strive to become a valuable member of the Holy Cross community 

• Establish a strong, mutually beneficial relationship with students’ parent(s)and/or guardian(s) 

􀂃Student 
• Attend class prepared and willing to learn 

• Maintain positive attitude about using Spanish to communicate in class 

• Adhere to all school policies outlined in the Student Handbook 

• Never chew gum in class 

• Refrain from cheating on any assignment, and NEVER use internet machine translators 

• Accept responsibility and consequences for actions and behaviors 

• Know how to communicate needs courteously and in a timely fashion 

• Connect what you know about the world, books, other subjects and your life to what we learn 

• Maintain consistent work habits, including completing nightly assignments 

• Establish a strong, mutually beneficial relationship with teacher 

􀂃Parent and/or guardian 
• Be aware of your student’s needs, work habits, and participation in Spanish class 

• Support active use of Spanish outside the classroom 

• Review and understand the Student Handbook, paying close attention to attendance policies 

• Communicate concerns courteously and clearly to teacher 

• Participate in conferences to establish a strong, mutually beneficial relationship with teacher and administrators 

GRADING AND REPORTING 
Grades are based on the student’s mastery of listening, understanding, speaking, reading and writing Spanish.  Assessments include but are not limited to short quizzes, oral presentations, daily homework, chapter tests, journal entries, compositions, and daily participation. Student grades are calculated using a Total Points Earned divided by Total Points Possible.   I post grades on a weekly basis.  Listed in the chart below is a breakdown of the types and quantity of assessments, and the estimated range of point values for each. 

Assessment Quantity Point Value
Quizzes: listening, reading comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, culture 

2-3 per week 

10-20 points each 

Creative writing/Written projects 

2-4 per semester 

20-40 points each 

Chapter Exams 

5-6 per year

50-100 points each
Daily participation/homework 

1 each day;1 point each (except test days) 

Homework: 5 points

Oral presentations/Projects
Prepared/unprepared 

@ 2-3 per semester

50-100 points each 

In order to become proficient in Spanish and to obtain maximum benefit from class time, students should make every effort to avoid unnecessary absences. Excessive absences negatively impact a student’s progress and grades. Students who have unexcused absences or tardies from class receive reduced credit for written work, and an automatic zero for participation for the class(es) involved. In the event that a student has an excused absence or tardy, homework assigned prior to the absence will be due on the day of return. Furthermore, if a student is present for a portion of the day, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what work has been missed. Previously announced assessments will be given immediately upon return to class. It is entirely the student’s responsibility to make up work and schedule assessments missed during extended absences (two or more days). Students will have three days to make up work missed during such absences. 

Note that extra credit opportunities will be offered to all students at various times during the year. These assignments are not meant as a way to compensate for poor performance during the quarter, but rather are meant to increase student understanding and knowledge of Spanish language and culture. 

RESTROOM PASS 
The pass is ONLY to be used to go to the nearest bathroom. Students who use this pass should not be gone for more than 4-5 minutes. Students must use their ‘agenda book’ as the restroom pass. Any student who abuses this privilege will have it rescinded. If a student has an urgent need to see a teacher or guidance counselor, the student must make arrangements with all parties concerned prior to class. Students may not leave the class during quizzes, tests or paired/group activities. 

HONESTY 
All students are expected to honestly complete their own work.  Cheating includes copying answers from another student’s work, providing one’s own work for another student’s use, providing or receiving assistance on quizzes, tests or compositions and using internet translators on written work. Penalties include a zero for the assignment or quiz/test, appropriate demerits filed with the administration and notification of parents. 

EXTRA HELP 
I am available for extra help at the following times:  Every day after school from 2:30 until 3:00 pm.
CLOSING REMARKS 
You are privileged to be my student, as I am privileged to be your teacher.  As your Spanish teacher, I take my role in your education very seriously. I am thrilled to watch you become more independent, confident Spanish speakers, readers and writers. Should you need to contact me with questions, please do so via e-mail at
Marie.Boljen@holycrosshighschool.org
Now that you have read and understood these guidelines, please take a moment and fill out the acknowledgement statement on the next page. Return it to me by 
Friday, September 25, 2009.
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Acknowledgement Form 
2009 
I have read the Spanish Course Guidelines. I understand and accept the terms outlined in this document. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Print your full name 






Date

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Your e-mail address

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature 





Date 
______________________________________________________________________________________
Parent e-mail 

