PABLO PICASSO

About the Artist and the Work of Art

Pablo Picasso produced an amazing number of artworks in a broad range of styles with a

variety of media. However, drawing typically represented the first step for the artist when he

began a new work. It was in the drawing stage that he tested and refined many of his ideas,

but Picasso also recognized that drawings could stand on their own as serious works of art.

The many radical, abstract, and often controversial paintings, sculptures, ceramics, and prints

he created during his long and productive career should not divert attention from the many

remarkable drawings that he also created. Like his paintings, these drawings are accomplished

in a range of different styles—some highly detailed and realistic, others simple and abstract.

They were also created with a variety of different instruments and media. Don Quijote, for

example, is an abstract composition created with brush and ink.

Observe how the artist has fashioned the two familiar literary figures with just a few thick,

black lines. There, beneath a blazing sun, is the gaunt Don Quijote with lance and shield

mounted on his equally gaunt horse. Beside him is his faithful servant, Sancho Panza,

waiting perhaps to see what adventure his unpredictable master will embark on next.

Picasso presents them to us boldly without elaboration and without a wasted stroke of

his brush.
