Grading Rubric for Editorial Essay

Organization  _____ (20 points)


1. The writer begins with a clear and concise statement of opinion.

2. The body provides support for this statement by means of evidence and logic.

3. The support is clear and organized.

4. The writing concludes with a call to action or a final thought.

5. An inviting introduction draws the reader in; a satisfying conclusion leaves the reader with a sense of closure and resolution.


1. The writing contains a statement of opinion, and the body provides support for this statement with some evidence.

2. The support is organized, but the organization may improvement.

3. The writing may not conclude with a call to action or a final thought.


1. The writing lacks any real organization, and it may also lack a statement of opinion.

Elements of Persuasion  _____  (10 points)


1. The writer primarily supports the opinion with facts, statistics, examples, reasons, expert opinions, and persuasive language.

2. The writer anticipates and responds to opposing arguments.

3. The writer builds a strong case for the opinion while maintaining a committed, reasonable tone.


1. The writer tries to support the opinion, but the evidence may be weak or hard to follow.

2. More or stronger support is needed.

3. The tone may be inconsistent, and some arguments are inappropriate for the audience.


1. The persuasive techniques may be limited, and the evidence may be underdeveloped or hard to follow.

2. More support is needed.

3. The tone may be inconsistent or sarcastic, and the arguments may be illogical or inappropriate.

