Journalism
Course Expectations and Guidelines
Mr. James Gallo

James.Gallo@HolyCrossHighSchool.org
Website: http://www.HCTeachers.org/JGallo
856-461-5400 x 3008
The Purpose of this course: 
This elective will examine journalism in its various aspects: genres, ethics, interviewing, writing, editing designing and producing.  It will focus on print media, such as newspapers, magazines and yearbooks, as well as studying broadcast media (television, radio and the web).  It will combine study with actual practice.

Texts: 
Journalism Matters
The Soloist
Newspapers, Magazines, Online Sources as requested
Required Daily Materials:

· Notebook

· Tablet PC

· Text Book
· Pen/Pencil
Course Goals:

· Understand types of journalism and news media, and the purposes and strengths of each.

· Apply the rules of writing for academics (MLA) and journalism (AP style) in frequent assignments.

· Recognize and create news stories for multiple types of media (newspaper, magazine, television, internet radio, etc.)

· Discern between fair and biased journalism and recognize the significance of audience/readership and ownership in determining how and when the news is reported.

Grading:
Tests, Essays, and Projects
· Tests and essays will be given and assigned on a regular basis.

· Tests will be made up on the next available day after school
· Essay assignments, papers, and articles must be handed in on time.  Any paper handed in late without a pre-approved excuse will receive a 10 point deduction for each day it is late.  
· No paper will be accepted more than 4 days late.

Homework, Quizzes, Journal Entries
· Homework will be assigned on a regular basis and must be handed in on time.

· Any late homework assignment will receive a 10 point deduction for each day it is late.

· Homework should be turned in either via the student’s portfolio or, when available, through the online drop-box.
· Late homework will not be accepted after 4 days.

· News quizzes and reading quizzes will be given on a regular basis and may be announced or unannounced.

Participation

· Participation is required and expected of all students.  This includes answering questions, taking an active role in group assignments, and taking part in class discussions.

· Students will be given a test grade for participation.
· Points will be deducted from the participation grade for improper use of tablet PCs.

Handing in Work:

· All work should be submitted through my online drop-box on www.hcteachers.org/JGallo or through the school website e-mail feature via copy-and-paste
· If you are submitting work through e-mail, please copy and paste the text of the file into the body of the e-mail into the text box on the website.  Sometimes personal e-mails get lost in the spam filters. By copying the text into the body I can still read your work.

· All work, essays, and homework should be submitted in Microsoft Word format with the following formatting options:

· 12 point Times New Roman font ONLY

· 1” margins

· Double-spaced (there should not be extra spaces between paragraphs)

Regular Assignments:

· Regular homework assignments will be given and will be expected to be submitted on time.

· Students will be divided into sections and beats within those sections.  Students will then be required to write articles within their beats on a regular basis and submit them for review.

· Students should keep up with the news on a nightly basis, whether it is by reading a newspaper, magazine, the internet, or watching television news.  Quizzes will be given on a random basis to assess whether students are keeping up with the news.

Major “Feature” Project:

· A major “feature” project will be assigned based on the reading and concepts discussed in The Soloist.
· This project will count as two (2) major test grades.
· Students will be expected to work on this periodically throughout the semester.
Classroom Rules:
1. Lateness: You must arrive to class on time, before the bell or you will be considered late for class.  If you are late, each lateness will be recorded, and a demerit slip will be submitted.
2. Uniform: All students are expected to be in proper uniform.  If you are out of uniform or without an ID, a demerit will be issued.  Repeated uniform infractions may also result in a deduction from the participation grade.
3. Computers: Improper computer use will result in points taken from the participation grade.  Spot checks will be performed on a random basis to make sure students are using their computers properly.  When “hands up” is called, all students should put their hands over their heads so Mr. Gallo can check their screens.  Improper use of the computer will result in 5 points being taken off the participation grade.  Refusal to raise your hands or not raising hands in a timely fashion will result in 10 points being taken from the participation grade.  Improper usage includes playing games, chatting, using communication websites (MySpace, Facebook, etc), or doing anything non-class related during class time.
All other school rules apply.

