AP Language—Synthesis essay on Writers and Writing

We have spent the last few days talking about the function of literature.  We have talked about it using Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s speech “One Great Heart” and William Faulkner’s speech “Man Will Prevail.”  In the movie Shadowlands, C. S. Lewis asks his students why they read, and one replies, “To prove we’re not alone.”  Chaim Potok, author of The Chosen, talks about the theme of great literature dealing with culture clash and counter culture.  You can also find other ideas in the writings of Flannery O’Connor and Margaret Atwood.

In your opinion what is the function of literature?  Use at least three of the sources given in your 3-4 page typed essay.  In addition to the sources, you need to insert your own opinions as well—so this paper is a synthesis paper and an expository piece. It is formal but can be written in first person.  You may agree or disagree or qualify the sources in your essay.

Quotations should be properly documented with parenthetical notation.  Sources should clearly be identified in your discussion—in other words, if the idea is Faulkner’s you need to let me know that in your text.

Please attach a bibliography for sources used, whether quoted or not.  Please consult the style sheet, easybib.com, or right in word (if you have the newest version).  If you use easybib don’t forget to format the bibliography before your print it.  

Please follow the style sheet I gave you which is also on the SharePoint site.  

This site takes you to an interview with Potok; it is long and you may have to skim to find what you might like or not.

http://potok.lasierra.edu/Potok.interviews.MHR.html
Attached is a speech by Margaret Atwood.

Atwood, Margaret.  “Amnesty International:  An Address.”  Second Words:  Selected 


Critical Prose.  Boston:  Beacon Hill Press, 1984. 
