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The Course

The Advanced Placement Language and Composition course follows a curriculum similar to college composition courses.  Although we will be reading both fiction and non-fiction, the emphasis is on non-fiction.  Some non-fiction writers we will be studying include Martin Luther King, Jr., Audre Lorde, Maya Angelou, Langston Hughes, and Albert Camus..  We will also be studying literary works, such as “The Myth of Sisyphus,” “One Great Heart,” and “The Guest.” (We will be using several different texts, and I will, at times, ask you to find and print an essay found on the Internet.)  Upi also need a copy of the vocabulary book and The Soloist.  Students will learn to read and analyze non-fiction in much the same way they have learned to read and analyze literature. They will also be studying vocabulary for the SAT. We will be discussing a variety of organizational patterns, transitions, and rhetorical devices needed in effective writing. According to the College Board’s course description, this course will require “students to write in a variety of forms--narrative, exploratory, expository, argumentative--and on a variety of subjects from personal experiences to public policies, from imaginative literature to popular culture.”  Ultimately, then, the course’s main objective is to help students develop the skills necessary “to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers.” 

By reading widely, analyzing reading frequently, and writing constantly, students will be performing the same kind of tasks required of them on the AP exam given in May. The 3 hour 15 minute AP exam has undergone some changes; this is the third time the exam lasts longer than 3 hours.  It consists of two parts:  readings followed by multiple-choice questions (60 minutes) and three essays (135 minutes).  There are three types of essay questions. Usually, one asks students to analyze a piece of non-fiction. The second may be another analysis or an argumentative/persuasive piece. Finally the students are to write a paper of synthesis. In other words, they will be given several essays to read and perhaps a graphic (a political cartoon or artwork, for example); students are then asked to construct their own argument incorporating those works and their own knowledge. Students are expected to introduce quotations and even paraphrased material in some way; they may also use parenthetical notes as well. The synthesis paper is essentially and argumentative research paper with the research provided.  The first two minutes should be completed in about 40 minutes each, leaving students with 55 minutes to write the third essay and to accommodate the additional reading required.

AP tests are required; they are scored 1-5.  Universities decide what score for which they will award credits.

To accomplish these objectives, students will be given individual and group assignments.  Because I have found students learn more when they are evaluated frequently, there will be quizzes, tests, essays, and projects throughout the year. There will be a minimum of eight assessments each marking period.  Furthermore, students learn by reinforcing what they do well and revising what needs work, and so, throughout the year, students will have opportunities to revise some papers for a higher grade.  There may be opportunities for extra credit during the year.

The Policies and Procedures
Of course, you are expected to arrive promptly with the necessary materials each day--correct attire, paper, pen, planner, and book.  Naturally, I expect you to be courteous to and honest with everyone.  If I catch you cheating in any fashion, you will receive a zero for that assignment.  

All handwritten work should be done in blue or black ink. All essays are to be typed and double-spaced.  You need to follow the style sheet.  At times, you will be given the opportunity to revise your papers.  Therefore, you should save your essay on the computer.  All changes on the revised copy must be highlighted, preferably with a yellow marker.  Use a ruler and be neat.  The revised copy must be clipped to the original.

If you are absent the day before a test, you must still take the test. I do not give make-up tests during class time.  Work needs to be made up promptly--generally within a week; do not expect to be making up work on the last day of the quarter or after the quarter ends.

The Grading

All assignments count equally. In the case of rewrites, the original essay is one grade and the rewrite is another. If you choose not to rewrite, you will receive the original grade again. Essays and projects lose 10 points each day they are late.    I adhere strictly to the school’s grading system.  I do not give points.

Quarter one is worth forty percent, quarter two is worth forty percent and the final exam is worth twenty percent.  


