Upon What Base?

Opening lines to the Preface to God’s Determinations

By Edward Taylor

Upon what Base was fixed the Lath wherein
He turned this Globe, and riggalled it so trim?
Who blew the Bellows of His Furnace Vast?
Or held the Mold wherein the world was Cast?
Who laid its Corner Stone? Or whose Command?
Where stand the Pillars upon which it stands?
Who Laced and Filleted the earth so fine,
With Rivers like green Ribbons Smaragdine?
Who made the Sea's its Selvage, and its locks
Like a Quilt Ball within a Silvery Box?
Who Spread its Canopy? Or Curtains Spun?
Who in this Bowling Alley bowled the Sun?
Who made it always when it rises set
To go at once both down, and up to get?
Who th' Curtain rods made for this Tapestry?
Who hung the twinkling Lanthorns in the Sky?
Who? who did this? or who is He? Why, know
It's Only Might Almighty this did do.
His hand hath made this noble work which Stands
His Glorious Handiwork not made by hands,
