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Name_______________________________

Write in complete sentences. Spelling and grammatical mistakes lose one point each.  

1. What parallels are drawn between Ayers and Lopez?

2. Why did the music director use Neil Diamond’s “Mr. Bojangles” early on in the film?

3. Do the scenes with the real people on skid row work for you? Why or why not?

4. What do the raccoons symbolize?  What do the attempts to get rid of them with coyote urine symbolize?

5. Why do we see shots of 2 birds flying? What do they symbolize?

6. In Skid Row we hear “Will the Circle Be Unbroken,” how is it relevant?

7. Director Joe Wright liked flashbacks and playing with time in Atonement—how does he use flashbacks here? Are they effective?  

8. In one flashback Ayers is playing in his room and there is a vehicle on fire outside and a fire in a fireplace inside. What do the two fires symbolize?

9. In the teen Ayers’ room  there is a mobile of the planets? If you were in charge of set design, what might make you include that particular item?

10. How is Lopez depicted when trying to deal with the ethical considerations involving Ayers?  

11. What is synesthesia and where is it used in the film? Is it effective?

