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The Course
Literature and Culture: 1900 and Beyond is an elective for grades 10-12. There are no prerequisites for the course.  Modern and contemporary literature will be examined critically by looking at its connection to art, music, technology and daily life.  We will read poetry, plays, short stories and at least one novel.  Students will be expected to read, think and write analytically.  The visual elements as well as the literary ones will be looked at in plays such as The Glass Menagerie.  Novel projects might include looking at the 1906 car ads, the music, the clothes and cost of merchandise relevant to the novel Cold Sassy Tree.  Other projects may focus on making movie trailers and posters for a work, writing and reading poetry for class, and looking at the effect of jazz and blues on poetry and literature. If time permits, we will also look at some children’s literature—its influences and themes. Students will be expected to work individually as well as cooperatively.

The Policies and Procedures
Of course, you are expected to arrive promptly with the necessary materials each day--correct attire, tablet-pc, paper, pen, planner, and book.  Naturally, I expect you to be courteous to and honest with everyone.  If I catch you cheating in any fashion, you will receive a zero for that assignment. 

All handwritten work should be done in blue or black ink. If you are absent the day before a test, you must still take the test. I do not give make-up tests during class time.  Work needs to be made up promptly--generally within a week; do not expect to be making up work on the last day of the quarter or after the quarter ends.

The Grading

All assignments count equally. Essays and projects lose 10 points each day they are late.    I adhere strictly to the school’s grading system.  I do not give points.

Quarter one is worth forty percent, quarter two is worth forty percent and the final exam is worth twenty percent.  

