“The desire for God is written in the human heart because man is created by God and for God; and God never ceases to draw man to himself.  Only in God will he find the truth and happiness he never stops searching for. -CCC no. 27
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Course Description

            Freshmen year is devoted to an overview of key points of the Catholic faith.  Materials are structured to help students develop a sense of religious and personal identity, as well as an insight into God’s creative role in guiding a person toward emotional and religious maturity.  Some features of this course include a major summary of the basic Catholic Church doctrine through the examination of the sacraments, a basic understanding of the Bible, and investigation of the person of Jesus, a realization of the importance of Church Tradition and a presentation of the Church as a community actively involved in the modern world.

Major Themes

1. God's desire for us; our desire for God

2. God reaches out to us in many ways

3. God's revelation through the Bible

4. The Bible: The inspired word of God

5. The Bible: God's living word for our lives

6. The Bible: A blueprint for living

7. The Bible is the book of the Church

8. Interpreting the Word of God in the Bible

9. The Old and New Testament: God's faithfulness over time

10. The Gospel is the Good News

11. Jesus and his message in the Gospels according to Matthew, Mark and Luke

12. Gospel according to John

13. Jesus Death and Resurrection heralds a new hope.

Required Textbook and Supplies

· God's Word Revealed in Sacred Scripture   

Credo Series

· Computer for all note taking, journal, research, and share point

· These supplies are required everyday in class to be successful

Assessments/Homework/Class work

· Academic averages will be based on work completed by the student both in and out of the classroom, as well as effort and personal participation 

· All assessments will be announced in advanced. 

· Assessments will consisted of both objective and subjective questions 

· All homework is to be completed by the date given.  Exceptions will be made for students will extensive absences due to illness. 

· Class work may or may not be collected, though participation in class work will heavily influence the class participation grade. 

Cheating

· Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  If you are caught cheating will receive a zero for the test quiz, project or assignment on which you have been caught.  

· This includes but is not limited to: copying homework, copying test/quiz answers, being in the possession of a cheat/crib sheet, silently or verbally communicating answers during a test/quiz, having a book open during a test/quiz, handing in any work that is not your own, communicating answers to a text/quiz outside of class to another student, having a cell phone out during any point in the class period. 

· If a student is caught cheating on any work or assignment, there will be no opportunity to make up the grade.  If you are caught cheating, there is not second chance. 

Expectations of Classroom Conduct

· Be in your seat and prepared for class when the bell rings

· Be in correct dress code in accordance to the description found in the student handbook.  This includes a valid school ID.

· Be respectful and participate in the class prayer.

· Raise your hand when you would like to participate in class.  Please do NOT call out.

· Follow directions, and remain alert and on task during the class period.

· Ask to be excused either in the beginning of class, or at the end.  Try not to interrupt the flow of the class to ask to be excused unless it is an emergency.

· Remain in your seat until the bell rings

· Place all trash in the trash cans located in three different places in the room.

· Students are expected to behave in an appropriate positive manner, reflecting Christian values.  This means having respect for God, yourself and others.

· Do not judge or put down any classmates for their ideas and personal opinions.  

· Be original in your work.  There is a zero tolerance for cheating or plagiarism.

· Turn in class assignments on time.

· No library passes will be given out during class time.

If you absent…..

· You are responsible for any work when you are absent.  Please see a classmate or myself for the missed notes and homework assignments, or refer to Share Point.

· If you are absent on a day of a test, please report to me as soon as you return back to school so we can arrange a make up test.  The test/quiz must be made up within five class days. 

If you are having any difficulties or problems throughout the course of the year, please feel free to ask for help.  I am here to help you succeed.  These course expectations are put in place to help you do so.  You may contact me anytime via email.            

