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Course Information and Guidelines

Course Objective

This course is geared towards familiarizing students with the process of making decisions in the scope of our faith as Catholics.  Through the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, we will come to conclusions on how to live in today’s society, modeling ourselves after Jesus Christ.

Methodology

Through lecture, discussions, debate, writing and research, we will critically examine sin, forgiveness, reconciliation, popular culture, and the effects of our decisions through the context of the Catholic Church.  In the Peace and Justice course, students will be able to use critical thinking to come to a better understanding of the Church’s Theology in regards to issues in morality.

Tests

There will be approximately five major tests this semester.  A take-home test/project may be distributed in lieu of an in-class test.  If a student is absent from a test, it is the students responsibility to make the test up upon returning to school. (One week will be given)  If an illness is prolonged, please email me to make arrangements to make up tests.  

Article Response papers

Five article response papers are due throughout the semester.  Grading rubric will be given out.

Journal

There will be ten journal assignments given out this semester.  Each journal assignment is worth ten points and must be at least a page in length.  You will complete your journal in the notebook section of your laptop. All work must be clearly labeled with the date and number journal assignment.  

Required Materials


1. Textbook and laptop must be brought to class everyday.  All work will be   
done laptop including note taking, researching, journals, article responses etc...  
There is also an online bible.

            2. Folder to keep handouts, papers and tests.

Assessments/Homework/Classwork

· Academic averages will be based on work completed by the student both in and out of the classroom, as well as effort and personal participation.

· All assessments will be announced in advance.

· All homework is to be completed by date given for full credit. Late work will be accepted but deductions will be take off.  Exceptions will be made for students with extensive absences due to illness.

· Class work may or may not be collected, though participation in class work will heavily influence the class participation grade.

· MUST have flash drive and back up work every night.  There will be now excuses for late homework, projects and notes.

Cheating

· Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  If you are caught cheating you will receive a zero for the test quiz, project or assignment on which you have been caught.

· This includes but is not limited to: copying homework, copying test/quiz answers, being in possession of a cheat/crib sheet, silently or verbally communication answers during a test/quiz, having a book open during a test/quiz, handing in any work that is not your own, communicating answers to a text/quiz outside of class to another student, having a cell phone out during any point in the class period.

· If a student is caught cheating on any work or assignment, there will be no opportunity to make up the grade.  If you are caught cheating, there is not a second chance.

Expectations of Classroom Conduct

· Be in your seat and prepared for class when the bell rings

· Be in correct dress code in accordance to the description found in the student handbook. This includes a valid school ID.

· Be respectful and participate in the class prayer.

· Ask to be excused either in the beginning of class, or at the end.  Try not to interrupt the flow of the class to ask to be excused unless it is an emergency.

· Remain in your seat until the bell rings.

· Place all trash in the trash cans located in three different places in the room.  If trash is found continually in room all eating and drinking will be prohibited.

· Students are expected to behave in an appropriate positive manner, reflecting Christian values.  This means having respect for God, yourself and others.

· Do no judge or put down any classmates for their ideas and personal opinions.

· Be original in your work.  There is zero tolerance for cheating or plagiarism.

· Turn in class assignments on time.

· No library passes will be given out during class time.

If you are absent..... YOU are responsible for any work when you are absent.  Please see a classmate  or myself for the missed notes and homework assignments, or refer to share-point.   If you are absent on a day of a test, please report to me as soon as you return back to school so we can arrange a make up test.  The test/quiz must be made up within five class days.

If you are having any difficulties or problems throughout the course of the semester, please feel free to ask for help.  I am here to help you succeed.  These course expectations are put in place to help you do so.  You may contact me anytime via email. ( debra.williams@holycrosshighschool.org)

Please note all service hours must be turn in to Mr. Moynahan in Room 206.  I will not collect any service hours. Your required service hours are 15 hours.

