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The Course

Honors English 2 will emphasize reading, writing, research, and critical thinking skills. We will accomplish this by reading and analyzing short stories, plays, poems, essays, novels, and autobiographies by American authors, such as Hawthorne, Poe, Cooper, Whitman, Dickinson, Miller, and Thoreau. Most, but not all, of these works are found in the state textbook. In addition to this text, students need a copy of To Kill a Mockingbird, The Crucible, and Night. They also need their summer reading books.  By looking at recurring themes, we will make connections among works.  For example, after reading William Faulkner’s Nobel Address, we will explore his idea that “the human heart in conflict with itself” is the main theme of great literature.  Other themes include the following: the struggle for justice and tolerance, the courage needed to be Thoreau’s “a majority of one,” the need for compassion and empathy, the horror of war, the importance of the family, and the beauty of ordinary life.  We will also have work on the summer reading.
Writing assignments--creative, expository, personal, and analytical--will arise from our readings and discussions.  Students will be expected to conduct both traditional and Internet research.  Students will also be studying vocabulary for the SAT with a vocabulary book.  There will be individual and group assignments. Because I have found students learn more when they are evaluated frequently, there will be quizzes, tests, essays, and projects throughout the year.  There will be at least eight assessments each marking period. Furthermore, students learn by reinforcing what they do well and revising what needs work, and so, throughout the year, students will have opportunities to revise some papers for a higher grade.  Also, there may be opportunities for extra credit.   This course is challenging and students are expected to do more than memorize lecture notes. 

The Policies and Procedures

Of course, you are expected to arrive promptly with the necessary materials each day--correct attire, tablet PC, paper, pen, agenda, and book.  Naturally, I expect you to be courteous to and honest with everyone.   If I catch you cheating on anything in any fashion, you will get a zero for that assignment    Students are expected to take notes in One Note as much as possible.  

All handwritten work should be done in blue or black ink.  All essays are to be typed and double-spaced.  You should follow the style sheet.  Staple your pages together.  Quotations from primary sources in short papers must be documented with parenthetical notes.  In research papers, all specialized information, quoted or paraphrased, must be documented with parenthetical notes.  Essay lengths vary but are often about 500-1000 words. Many times you will be given the opportunity to rewrite papers.  Therefore, you should save your essay on the computer.  All changes on the revised copy must be highlighted with a marker, preferably yellow.  Use a ruler and be neat. The revised copy must be paper clipped to the original.

If you are absent the day before a test, you must still take the test. Make-up tests and work should be completed promptly, generally within a week.

The Grading

All assignments are worth one grade each—unless otherwise stated. Rewrites are strictly optional. Assignments of any sort lose 10 points each day they are late. I adhere strictly to the school’s numerical grading system--I do not give points.

