Rubric for English Essays

Peters

	Grade
	Criteria

	A
	Essays will have specific analytical thesis, an appropriate introduction, good organization and specific development, and a solid conclusion.  They will also be written with relatively few grammatical mistakes and demonstrate variety of sentence structure and sophisticated thought. Essays will show that the author has developed a personal style with a tone suitable to the topic. The paper follows the Holy Cross Style Sheet when it comes to format and documentation.



	B
	Essays will have a solid thesis and introduction with good organization but the development in the body paragraphs may not be as solid as an A essay.  They will have a conclusion. There may be some errors related to documentation.  They may have some grammatical errors and less variety of sentence structure.  The essay may not be as stylistically strong as an A paper.



	C
	Essays have weak thesis statements and problems with development. They are too general. The still have introductions, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. The introductions may be missing some important information.  There may be more surface errors and some problems with organization as well. There are problems with documentation and possibly some slips with format.  Sentence structure is functional but not necessarily sophisticated.  Sometimes there is more summary than analysis.



	D
	Essays have no thesis statements and little to no development. There may or may not be a conclusion. They are too general and have surface errors and organizational problems. There are significant problems with documentation.  The approach to the topic is more simplistic than it is in papers with a higher grade.  There may be little beyond the subject-verb-object pattern and there may be fragments and run-ons. There is little beyond summary.



	F
	Essays do not address the topic and lack thesis statements and development. There may not be the minimum number of paragraphs specified in the assignment.  Conclusions are frequently lacking and introductions fail to set up the topic and author’s opinion or are non-existent. There are significant problems with documentation or there is no documentation whatsoever.  The paper does not follow the Holy Cross Style Sheet format. They are riddled with grammatical errors and organizational problems. A lack of understanding of the topic is conveyed. The thought is garbled and hard to follow.



	0
	Essays are never turned in.


