Modern Times

While watching the film, think about your reading on the modern world and man’s place in it.  This movie is an allegory, which, you will remember, is a work of art whose characters and settings represent abstractions.  Think about the allegorical significance of various details in the movie:

Chaplin’s character and his name

The gamin

The clock in the opening moments as well as other clocks
The animals

The subway station

The executive

The factory and its assembly line

The machines and their size

The Biddle Feeding Machine

The flag

The prison

The mental hospital

Different jobs in the movie

His fantasies

The department store

The roller skating scene

Big Bill

The strike

The road at the end

What are the responses—both positive and negative--to modern life according to Chaplin?

