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Name___________________________

You will need to complete the following worksheet as we watch and discuss the Franco Zeffirelli film version of Hamlet.
As always, write in complete sentences. Spelling and grammar count. Three points each.
1. Identify the following characters in several sentences.  How is each one significant to the play?

King Claudius

Hamlet

Polonius

Horatio

Laertes

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

Players

Fortinbras—He is not shown in the film version. His father, also called Fortinbras, was defeated by Hamlet’s father. This Fortinbras is Prince of Norway. He should have the final lines in the play because he is the most important person left alive and it is up to him to re-establish world order. He will take the throne of Denmark after all of the deaths.
Queen Gertrude

Ophelia

Ghost of Hamlet’s father

2. How does Zeffirelli establish a serious and somber mood at the start of this film. This scene is added; it is not in the play.  

3. How is the audience shown that Hamlet is depressed from the outset of the play?

4. What does Laertes ask permission to do?

5. What does Gertrude ask Hamlet to do?

6. What does Claudius think of Hamlet’s sorrow?

7. What is Hamlet’s view of his mother’s marriage?  Hamlet tells Horatio that he thinks his friend came for his mother’s marriage rather than for his father’s funeral. What sarcastic explanation does he give for the two events happening so close together?
8. What advice do Polonius and Laertes give to Ophelia regarding Hamlet?  What is her reaction to their warnings?

9. Who is the ghost?  Where has he come from?  Why has he returned?

10. Who has seen the ghost?  Who has heard the ghost speak?  What are Horatio’s concerns regarding the ghost?

11. What does the ghost tell Hamlet and what does he want him to do? In other words, explain the death of the ghost.

12. Why does Hamlet swear the men to secrecy?

13. What does Hamlet mean when he says he will put on “an antic disposition”?

14. Ophelia gives Polonius a letter that she received from Hamlet.  What does the letter say?  What does Polonius want her to do?  What does she do while Claudius and Polonius are listening and what does he want Claudius and Polonius to think?
15. Why have Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come to Denmark?  How do they react to Hamlet?  How does Claudius plan to use them?  How does Hamlet’s behavior toward Rosencrantz and Guildenstern change when he realizes they were sent for?

16. What are at least different explanations for Hamlet’s madness?

17. What play does Hamlet want the actors to stage?  How does he doctor it up?  What does he want Horatio to do during the play?
18. The play within the play is commonly referred to as “the mousetrap”—why?  

19.  Before “the mousetrap”  why hasn’t Hamlet revenged his father?  

19. How does Claudius behave as the play is being performed?

20. According to the famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy, what prevents Hamlet from committing suicide?
21. Hamlet tells Ophelia “get thee to a nunnery” several times.  What are the two meanings here?  What does this reveal about his feelings about her and about humanity in general?

22. Once he has seen the play, Claudius makes a decision regarding Hamlet.  What is it?

23. Some critics say the climax of the play is the soliloquy Claudius gives while trying to pray.   Why would some believes this to be the climax?  What information is revealed in this soliloquy.  Remember in Shakespeare, information revealed in soliloquies is true.

24. Why doesn’t Hamlet kill Claudius when he has the chance to do so?  What does this say about his character?

25. What accusation does Hamlet make to Gertrude?  What advice does he give her?  Does she hear or see the ghost in this scene?

26. Who is eavesdropping when Hamlet talks to Gertrude in her bedroom? Why does Hamlet kill him?

27. At this point, what decision does Claudius make about Hamlet and what explanations are offered for the decision?  What are his real intentions?
28. Why has Ophelia gone crazy?  What does she do?
29. Under what circumstances does Hamlet return to Denmark?  How did he engineer the deaths of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

30. What deal is made between Claudius and Laertes?  How does it work out?

31. Who dies in the play?  How?

At the end of the play, Fortinbras arrives and takes the throne of Denmark. As is customary, the person of highest rank left alive in a tragedy gets the final speech.

Essay topics to outline:

Revenge in Hamlet—look at Hamlet, Laertes, and Fortinbras
Poison in the play

Insanity—real and feigned—and other disturbing behavior (lying, duplicity, manipulation)

Tragedy and  Hamlet
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