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COURSE DESCRIPTION  


Religion I is a freshman course devoted to an overview of key points of the Catholic faith.  The course is structured to help students develop a sense of religious and personal identity, as well as an insight into God’s creative roll in guiding a person toward emotional and religious maturity.  Some features of this course include a majority summary of the basic Catholic Church doctrine through the examination of the sacraments, a basic importance of Church Tradition and a presentation of the Church as a community actively involved in the modern world.
SEMESTER TOPICS:
1. Our Loving God: Father and Creator

2. Jesus Christ: Lord and Savior

3. The Holy Spirit and the Blessed Trinity

4. The Church:  The Body of Christ

5. Communion of Saints, Forgiveness of Sins, Eternal Life

6. The Sacraments of Initiation
7. The Sacraments of Healing and Ministry

8. The Basics of Catholic Morality

9. The Beatitudes and Ten Commandments

10. Prayer
GRADING POLICY

CLASSROOM GRADING



Portfolio Assignments...………………………. 25%



Tests / Quizzes...….…………………………….50%



Participation / Classwork……………………….25%

A = 100-93, B = 92-85, C = 84-76, D = 75-70, F = 69-0

A grade of 70% or higher is passing.

Extra credit assignments may be possible based upon teacher discretion and the student’s individual circumstances.  Requests must be made in a timely manner.  The assignments will reflect the student’s individual need to cover particular topics and recover credit.  Certain assignments CANNOT be made up with extra credit assignments!
Tutorials will be offered Tuesdays (by appointment) from 2:30-3:30 for students who would like extra help.

CLASSROOM RULES AND PROCEDURES
1. Students will come to class on time and be prepared daily with all the materials and supplies necessary to complete the days work (i.e. pen, notebook/laptop, textbook, homework, ect…)

2. Students will RESPECT themselves, each other, and the school in order to maintain a proper learning environment.  We will practice civility in the classroom.  

3. This course is designed to be discussion and activity based, classroom participation is essential to earning a good grade.

4. Students are expected to turn in all assignments on the date due.  Late work will be docked a letter grade per day late (a B paper, that is a day late will receive a C grade), unless the student was absent from school and has a letter from their parent/guardian or a doctor.

TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS


The following is a description of the types of assignments that will be used to determine a student’s grade.

Portfolio Assignments – The portfolio assignments constitute the largest part of your grade and are ESSENTIAL to passing this course.  Instead of having frequent tests and daily homework assignments the students will compile a portfolio of assignments.  At the beginning of each section a portfolio assignment will be announced, the assignments will typically be projects or research-based papers.  The students will be responsible for placing their assignments in their portfolio folders at the end of each section, late assignments will be penalized according to the grading policy.  Plagiarism or cheating will result in a “0” for that assignment.  There will be no make-ups for a “0”
Participation – PARTICIPATION IS CRUCIAL!  This is a discussion-based course.  Students can participate in a variety of ways: asking questions, answering questions, sharing experiences or opinions.  Classroom discussions will most certainly enrich our understanding of religion and the Catholic faith, and create an atmosphere of interactive learning.

Quizzes – There will be several short quizzes to gauge the students understanding different of topics or issues within a particular unit.  The quizzes will most often occur at the end of a particular section, and most likely be in a multiple choice or short answer format.
Classwork Assignments – there will be daily classroom assignments that that will reinforce knowledge gained from the textbook and classroom discussions, the students will be responsible for placing their classwork assignments in their portfolio at the end of each day.

Holy Cross High School

5035 Route 130 South

Delran, NJ 08075
Jan 31st, 2011
Dear Parents and Guardians, 


As we start the new school year, I would like to welcome you and your child to Holy Cross High School’s Religion Department.  As your child’s religion teacher, I have so many wonderful expectations regarding his or her growth in the understanding of the Catholic faith.  Our course this year will focus on basic Catholic Church doctrine, examination of sacraments, an understanding of the scripture, the lives of saints and importance of Catholic tradition, and guiding students to emotional and religious maturity. 
In order for you to understand the focus of your child’s religion course I have attached a copy of the Sociology I course goals, a topic schedule, the grading policy, and the classroom rules and procedures.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.  I can be reached via email at dennis.daly@holycrosshighschool.org, or by voicemail at (856)-461-5400.

I very much look forward to working with you and your child to prepare them both academically and practically for success in school and life.

Sincerely, 

Mr. Dennis Daly

Religion Dept. Holy Cross High School

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN FOR A CLASSWORK GRADE


I have read and understand the Religion I course syllabus, including:  the course goals, the topic schedule, the grading policy, classroom rules and procedures, and the types of assignments that will be found in this course.  I realize if I have any questions or concerns I can contact Mr. Daly at dennis.daly@holycrosshighschool.org or by voicemail at (856)-461-5400.

Student Name:

Student Signature:

Parent / Guardian Signature:  

